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For many boaters a day on the water can be quite intimidating. The mere operation of the boat is complex, let alone attempting to maneuver and dock. The sight of those colored funny shaped markers and floating cans in the water arouses their curiosity. Worries of potential weather or mechanical problems weigh heavy on their mind. And if some adverse situation arises, what do they do?  The sight of a Police boat creates an anxiety rush as they wonder of they are legal, and the thought of being responsible for all aboard becomes overwhelming.  This does not sound like a day of fun on the water! 

The United States Power Squadron’s® ABC boating class will teach you basic boat handling, how to be prepared and prevent problems as well as how to deal with the unexpected when it arises. The USPS University also has many short seminars designed to address every boater’s questions.  Each seminar comes with a handy guide and copies of the slides for notes. 

Eighteen subjects are now available with many more to come. Have you taken one lately? How about such subjects as: Advanced Powerboat Handling (a three-part seminar), Mariner’s Compass and Getting to Know the Rules of the Road.  These are new additions to such programs as Sail Trim and Rigging, Boat Handling under Power, Anchoring, Marine Radar, Marine Knots, Hurricanes and Boats, GPS, Locking, Onboard Weather Forecasting,  How to Use a Chart, , PaddleSmart®, and Trailering Your Boat.  More titles are available.

What can a seminar do for you? If you look at VHF and DSC Marine Radio, you discover the new U.S. Coast Guard Rescue 21 program with Digital Selective Calling (DSC) that is being implemented all across the country.  Do you know how to use DSC and get your full value out of it.

If you are a worried boater wanting to be a smart boater who is enjoying the experience, look up your local USPS squadron and sign up for the next boating program so you can join the thousands of boaters having fun on the water.  Boating should be fun; an informed boater is a happy boater. As a United States Power Squadrons’ motto reads:

“Boating is fun…We’ll show you how!”

For further information, go to its web site at www.usps.org or call 1 (888) FOR USPS or 1 (888) 367-8777.
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